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(NO;~-N) refers to the

total nitrogen present in the form of the nitrate ion. This

5. The term “nitrate—nitrogen”

differentiates it from nitrite—nitrogen (NO,~N) or ammonia ~
nitrogen (NH;~N).

6. The 19—year span of the study and the changing accuracy and
diagnostic patterns for thyroid cancer make it difficult to say
how this incidence compares with national rates. But for one
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90 in 2004, the year data collection for this study ended and the
approximate age range for the women at that time. According
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age range was 9.8 million in 2004. That equates to 0.18% of the
larger population of women aged 75-90 having thyroid cancer,
compared with 0.20% in the current study.
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Health 211(5-6):555-559 (2008)] showed high nitrate levels in
drinking water may be a risk factor for thyroid dysfunction in
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